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Пе been about 2 years since Naruto 
began running in Weekly Shonen 

| мир... and | haven't been back to 
my parents' house once! While I've 

| been away from home, they've totally 
remodeled the place, and apparently 

| there's not even a trace left of my 

| shabby, memory-filled room. When I 
heard that; l got a little sad... Time 
just keeps flowing bv... 


—Masashi Kishimoto, 2001 


Authorlartist Masashi Kishimoto vvas born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, quickly became the most шин ninja manga in Japan. 
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LIFE-AND-DEATH BATTLES 


STORY AND ART BY 
MASASHI KISHIMOTO 


SAKURA 4757 


Smart and studious, Sakura 
is the brightest of Naruto's 
classmates, but she's 
constantly distracted by her 
crush on Sasuke. Her goal: 
to win Sasuke's heart! 


NARUTO FV F 


When Naruto was born, 8 
destructive fox spirit was 
imprisoned inside his body. 
Spurned by the older 
villagers, he's grown into an 
attention-seeking trouble- 
maker. His goal: to become 
the village's next Hokage. 


SASUKE HAT 


The top student in 
Naruto's class, Sasuke 
comes from the presti- 
gious Uchiha clan. His 
goal: to get revenge on a 
mysterious person who 
wronged him in the past. 


The Third Hokage 三 代目 火影 
The head ninja and leader of the village 


Iruka 7777 
1 of Konohagakure. 


Naruto, Sasuke and Sakura's teacher ZA 
from their Ninja Academy days. |гика 

has a soft spot in his heart for Naruto 
because he also grew up as an orphan 


Yakushi Kabuto 
፳88 77 

Kabuto helped Naruto's 
team finish the second 
stage of the exam, but 
they have no idea that 
he's one of Orochimaru's 
| Sound Ninja spies! 


Orochimaru Aé AL 

This nefarious master of disguise attacked 
Sasuke and left a powerful curse-mark on 
his neck. He hopes to mold Sasuke into his 
successor...assuming he survives the effects 
of the curse! 


THE STORY SO FAR... 


Twelve years ago, а destructive nine-tailed fox spirit attacked the ninja village of Konohagakure. The 
Hokage, or village champion, defeated the fox by sealing its soul into the body of a baby boy. Now that 
boy, Uzumaki Naruto, has grown up to become a ninja-in-training, learning the art of ninjutsu with his 
classmates Sakura and Sasuke. 


After a long and harrowing journey through the Forest of Death, Naruto, Sasuke and Sakura 
finally secure the scrolls they need to pass the second stage of the Chünin (Journeyman Ninja) 
Selection Exam.With Heaven and Earth scrolls in hand, they head to the tower in the center of 

the Forest of Death that marks the exam's finish line. Inside the tower, Naruto, Sasuke and 
Sakura are greeted by a cryptic message from The Third Hokage. They understand enough of the 
message to realize they should open both of their scrolls at the same time, so they prepare to 
unfurl them, unsure of what they'll find inside... 
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ETHE CHARACTER IN THE CENTER OF THE SCROLLS MEANS “PERSON” OR “HUMANITY.” 
- ESSERI DS — 


м 7 
"MANKIND"...? = 


IT WAS 
JUST GOOD 
LUCK THAT I 
GOT TO BE THE 
MESSENGER 
FOR THE 
THREE OF 
YOU. 


SPELL WAS 
DESIGNED 
SO THAT WE 
CHŪNIN COULD 
GREET THE 
APPLICANTS 
AT THE END 
OF THE 
SECOND 
EXAM. 


PEEK AT THE 


SCROLLS BEFORE 
THE EXAM 
WAS OVER... 


«< 


SASUKE, 
YOU'RE AS 
SHARP 
AS EVER. 


AND YOU 
WERE 
SPECIFICALLY 
INSTRUCTED 
NOT TO 
OPEN THE 
SCROLLS й 7, ган IMPORTANT 
UNTIL YOU ፊ MPONEN 
GOT LZ THIS EXAM WAS THAT 
S& YOU DEMONSTRATE 
THE ABILITY TO 
REMAIN WITHIN A 
MISSION'S STATED 
PARAMETERS. 


«OUR ORDERS 
$ WERE VERV 
SPECIFIC. 
Оске NS ANYONE STANDING 
KNOCKED N \ NONE STANDI 
OUT UNTIL Š OUND 
AFTER THE \ EM 
SECOND « K 
EXAM WAS 
OVER. 


| 
OWE 
YOU 
ONE!!! 


GLAD YOU 
DIDN'T 


аф, ОРЕМІТ? 


| 1-1) 
2 Є 
Y 


IT'S THE 
DIRECTIVE 
SET DOWN BY 
THE THIRD 
LORD HOKAGE 


WHAT 
CAN YOU 
TELL US 

ABOUT 
THE WALL 


OF THE SCROLL, Е 
50.. 


IF NARUTO'S 
WEAKEST 
AREA IS HIS 
BRAIN AND 
ACADEMIC 


«SHE 
NEEDS 
TO TRAIN 
HARD AND 
FIND THE 
RICHES OF 
PHYSICAL 
STAMINA 
AND SKILL. 


KNOWLEDGE... 


IF 
SAKURA'S 
WEAK 
POINT IS 
WITH HER 
LACK OF 
STRENGTH 
AND 

POWER... 


RIGHT! IN 
THE TEXT, 
THE WORD 
"HEAVEN" 


„AND 
"EARTH" 


REFERS REFERS 
TO THE 


TO THE 
HUMAN 
MIND... 


HUMAN 
BODY. 


ЧЕ EARTHLY 
QUALITIES ARE 
WHAT YOU LACK, 


TRAIN YOUR BODY 
IN THE FIELDS 
AND PREPARE 
TO ATTACK." 


ЧЕ QUALITIES 
OF HEAVEN 
ARE YOUR 
DESIRE, 
ACQUIRE 
WISDOM AND 
KNOWLEDGE 
TO TAKE 
YOUR MIND 
HIGHER." 


HARD AND LEARN 
THE PRINCIPLES THAT 
WILL HELP HIM ON 


HIS MISSIONS. 


„NO 


AND 


MISSION, ONCE YOU 
HOWEVER 
ACCESS THE 
DANGEROUS, 
QUALITIES 
WILL BE 
OF BOTH 

AWRONG РР Боти 
PATH FOR EE 


шин, EARTH... 


YOU'LL BE 
WALKING 
A SAFE PATH, 
EVEN IN THE 
MIDST OF 
THE MOST 

PERILOUS 
MISSION... 
THAT'S IT! 


THAT BELONGS 
IN THE BLANK 


SPACE 15 THE 
ONE FROM THE 
INTERIOR OF THE 
SCROLLS. IT'S 

“JIN,” MEANING 


THE 


CHALLENGE 
OF SEEING WHO 
SURVIVED THESE 
PAST FIVE DAYS 
asss WAS Å PART OF THE 
WITH EXAM DESIGNED 
FLYING TO TEST THE 
ЕО БРЕ APPLICANTS 
ы BASIC CHONIN 


ABILITIES. 


COMBINATION 
OF INTELLIGENCE 
AND STRENGTH. 

I CAN'T EMPHASIZE FAZA 
IT ENOUGH. LEARN А С 

IT... LIVE IT. BELIEVE É Z 
IT FROM THE 
BOTTOM OF YOUR 


THE CHONIN 
DIRECTIVE 
FOREMOST 
IN YOUR MIND 
AS YOU MOVE 
ON TO THE 
NEXT 


ጊ11111111111111.111. 
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557 ШЕШШ TE 


ENTIRE 
MESSAGE!! 


THE DAY | 
STOPPED GOT THE ESPECIALLY 
BEING A KONOHA ape 
GRADUATION ЈЕ 
STUDENT!! WO 
ABOUT YOU. 


МУ TEMPER 


HASNT 
CHANGED ANT, rs 
AND MAYBE l'M PROOF 
IMPULSIVE SE MY 
SE д MATURITV... 
ENERGY... ANDI 
GOT IT 
FROM YOU, 
MASTER 
„BUT l'M ОКАП 
NOTA 


FLEDGED 
SHINOBI! 
YOU 
GOT 
THAT?! 


MY 
APOLOGIES, 
NARUTO... 


„BUT WHY | IF THERE'S 
SUBJECT NO way THEY | KNOW 
YOURSELF TO - CAN Pass... WHAT 


AT LEAST LET THESE 
BEING THE WWE GE ТИЕ KIDS 


BAD newer ; ONEWHO ARE 
: 7 BREAKS CAPABLE 
7 THE NEWS OF. 
MUCH TO 
YOU, IRUKA, 


THEY 
ARE 
SOLDIERS 

UNDERI 
MY. 
COMMAND. 


STANDS 
JUST 
WHAT THESE „ 


KIDS CAN 
HANDLE. / 


THIS 
IS THE | 
GROUP THAT 
KAKASHI'S 
BEEN 
TRAINING, 


RIGHT? 


IF HE'S GOT 
FAITH IN 


THEM, THEN... 


I WOULDN'T 
COUNT 
THEM OUT 
JUST YET. 


STUDENTS 


KAKASHI... 


ITLOOKS 
LIKE IT'S 
YOU AND 


HE'S A BINGO 
BOOK S-CLASS 
RENEGADE 
THAT EVEN 
THE BLACK OPS 
NINJA COULDN'T 
HANDLE, RIGHT? 
TIMENE I'D EVEN HEARD 
EAPFEARY HE WAS KILLED 


SOME TIME AGO... 


THE "THREE 
GREAT 


I THINK 
WE CAN 
ASSUME 


KEEPING 
A CLOSE 


WITH THE 
EYE ON 


EXAMINATIONS 
AS 
PLANNED... 


THERE'S 
A CHILD 
I WANT, 


FOR HIS 
BLOODLINE 
IS THAT 
OF THE 
UCHIHA 

CLAN... 


WITH THE BY- CONFIRMED, 
LAWS GOVERNING MA'AM. SEVEN 


CHONIN EXAMS, 
FORTHEFIRST | PASSEDTHE 
TIME IN FIVE 
YEARS WELL BE 
SCHEDULING 
PRELIMINARY 
ROUNDS FOR x 
THE THIRD F 
on A= 


EXAM... 
THAT'S 21 
APPLICANTS. Å 


THE 


EXAMINATION 
IS 
OFFICIALLY 


THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI 
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, PART 5 


WHEN I GOT TO THE FINAL YEARS OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 

I GOT HOOKED ON SHONEN JUMP MANGA, THANKS TO THE 
ANIMATED DRAGON BALL SERIES. BUT EVEN BEFORE 
DRAGON BALL, | LOVED THE ANIME VERSION OF A JUMP 
COMIC CALLED KINNIKUMAN (ULTIMATE MUSCLE) ON TV. 

MY BROTHER AND I BOTH BECAME IDIOTICALLY OBSESSED 
WITH IT, AND THE TWO OF US PLAYED AROUND A LOT, DESIGN- 
ING OUR OWN SUPERHEROES. 


MY LITTLE BROTHER'S FAVORITE CREATION WAS HIS KABUTO- 
MUSHI (RHINOCEROS BEETLE) SUPERHERO KNOWN AS 
"BEETLE MAN," AND SINCE I WAS A FANATIC FOR SPICES AND 
CONDIMENTS, MY SPECIALTIES WERE 'WASABI MAN” AND 
'KARASHI MUSTARD MAN” (PROBABLY DUE TO THE INFLUENCE 
OF ል HERO CHARACTER IN KINNIKUMAN NAMED "CURRY COOK")... 
AFTER DISCOVERING WHAT GREAT SUPERHEROES | COULD 
MAKE OUT OF FOODSTUFFS, I ONLY HAD TO OPEN THE 
REFRIGERATOR TO FIND ALL KINDS OF HOT NEW IDEAS FOR 
ORIGINAL CHARACTERS. AND | REALLY THOUGHT THE VARIOUS 
SPICE NAMES HAD A NICERING TO THEM. BIZARRE, | KNOW... 
BUT I TOOK IT VERY SERIOUSLY BACK THEN. 


AROUND THE SAME TIME, I GOT MY FIRST LOOK AT THE 
ANIMATED FIST OF THE NORTH STAR, AND | СОТ TOTALLY INTO 

IT. AT SCHOOL, WHEN MY GROUP GOT ASSIGNED TO CLEAN THE 
CLASSROOM, IT WAS SO DIFFICULT TO CARRY THE HEAVY STEEL 
TRASH CAN OUT TO THE INCINERATOR ON THE FAR SIDE OF THE 
SCHOOLYARD THAT | DEVELOPED A TACTIC TO EVADE THE TASK. 
ГО POKE MY FRIEND'S TEMPLES WITH MY THUMBS АМО SAY, “I 
HAVE JUST PRESSED ONE OF YOUR SECRET MERIDIAN POINTS. 
YOU WILL NOW TAKE THE TRASH CAN TO THE INCINERATOR 

TO EMPTY IT." MY FRIENDS WOULD RETALIATE BY RETORTING, 
“HAVE PRESSED THE SAME SECRET POINT” IN VERY SERIOUS 
TONES, AND WE'D SPEND QUITE A WHILE PRESSING EACH 
ОТНЕК 5 SECRET POINTS — INA COMPLETELY FRIENDLY WAY — 
WHILE GETTING MASSIVE EXPOSURE TO THINGS LIKE DIOXINS 
THAT THE WORLD HAD NEVER HEARD OF BACK THEN, 


THOSE JUMP ANIME INSPIRED A LOT OF GOOD TIMES! 


„ОМ 
PASSING 
THE 
SECOND 
EXAM!! 


LESS THAN HALF, 

BUT REALLY | WAS 

ONLY EXPECTING 
A SINGLE DIGIT 


U 
Life-and-Dea ih Ba ties! 


HEH... 
WE STARTED 
WITH 78 


ea 


| | 
Si | 
| 1 


| Life-and 


K KË 


用 ма hi 
| М ber OD: ነ!" 


Dea 


gå 
| 
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STUDENTS MADE 
AN IMPRESSIVE 
SHOWING! 
I WONDER HOW 
MUCH OF IT WAS 
> DUMB LUCK... (l 


„NOT THAT 

IT MATTERS. 
MY TEAM IS 
BOUND TO 

KNOCK THEM 
OUT IN THE 


— = 
YOU ALWAYS 
DID TRY do 
TO GET a 
UNDER MY ne 
SKIN WITH 
ANNOYING ABILITIES... 
YOURALOOF AG EVER, (EARNING _ORLACK 
: KAKASHI... i TO DEAL THEREOF. , 
WITH HEART- 


NONE OF 
THE OTHER 
TEACHERS = 
AREAS THAT'S 
COOLAS MASTER 
MASTER GUY. 


GUY'S 
ARCHRIVAL... 


JUST WAIT, 
ONLY THE REAL Ki MASTER GUY! 
PLAYERS ብ VLL MAKE 


YOU PROUD!! 


INJURING 
MY ARMS, 
UCHIHA 
SASUKE... 


THOSE 
GUYS 
FROM 

THE SAND 

VILLAGE... 


OLD MAN HOKAGE, 
MASTER IRUKA, 
MASTER KAKASHI, 
AND EVEN THAT 
MEGA-BROWS 
GUY ARE ALL 
GATHERED 
TOGETHER! 


WHAT THE...?! 
ALL OF THE 
APPLIGANTS 
FROM 
KONOHA 
ARE HERE! 


IVE GOT 
A BAD 
FEELING 

ABOUT 
THIS... 


NOW LORD 
LISTEN UP \ HOKAGE 
AND TAKE \ HIMSELF 
EVERY WILL EXPLAIN 
WORD HE ABOUT THE 
SAYS TO THIRD EXAM. 


WONDER THEIR 
INSTRUCTORS 
VIED FOR THE 

RIGHT TO 
RECOMMEND 
THEM FOR THIS 
COMPETITION... 


IT å THE THIRD 
PERTAINS EXAMINATION 
TO THE 15 ABOUT TO 
UNDERLYING xl COMMENCE... 
PURPOSE 7 BUT BEFORE 
OFTHE > I 60 INTO THE 
EXAM. : SPECIFICS 
!! | OF HOW IT 
WILL BE 


«< 


WHY DO YOU 
SUPPOSE AN 
EXAMINATION 
OF THIS NATURE 
IS BEING JOINTLY 
CONDUCTED BY ALL 
OF THE NATIONS 
IN OUR MUTUAL 
ALLIANCE?! 


"TO PROMOTE 
FRIENDSHIP AMONG 
ALLIED NATIONS 


THIS 
SERIES OF AND RAISE THE LEVEL 
SO-CALLED AND STANDARDS IN 
EXAMINATIONS THE ART OF 
15, THE SHINOBI..." 
IN РАСТ... 
BE VERY CLEAR 

ABOUT WHAT THOSE 


FINE-SOUNDING 
PHRASES ACTUALLY 


MINIATURE 
BETWEEN 
ALL OF 
OUR ALLIED 


2 


SPS 


..ል TEMPORARV IF YOU WERE 
AND MUTUALLY TO STUDY OUR 
ጀመ RECENT HISTORV— 
AND CONSULT A MAP— 
BETWEEN А IT WOULD SWIFTLY 


GROUP OF BECOME APPARENT | 
GEOGRAPHICALLY THAT OUR 
CONTIGUOUS ALLIANCE 15, 


IN РАСТ... 


«WHOSE PREVIOUS 
«UNTIL A EXISTENCE WAS ONE 
BETTER OF CONTINUAL STRIFE... 


EG ገጨ WAYWAS | CONSTANTLY JOCKEYING 
HE EOIN НАТ DEVISED.. | AGAINST ONE ANOTHER, 
жо жї ет THE way” | OPENLY AND IN SECRET, 

OF THE FOR POWER AND THE 


CHUNIN CONTROL OF RESOURCES 
JOURNEYMAN \THAT WERE PERPETUALLY 
NINJA DEPLETED ALMOST 
SELECTION ኣ TO EXHAUSTION IN 
EXAMINATION...! THE STRUGGLE... 


М тя NO MISTAKE. 

SERVES AS WHEN THIS 

AN ARENA EXAM IS DONE, 
WHEREIN, IT WILL HAVE HAD 
FOR THE THE SIDE EFFECT... 


HONOR OF 
Ba OF THEIR N 
mar FIGHT... VARRI RESPECTIVE | | “COTANY 
TO THE 9 у APPLICANTS 
DEATH, UNFIT TO 
IF NEED ASCEND TO THE 


BE! LEVEL OF CHÖNIN. 


IMPORTANTLY... 


THIS THIRD 


EXAMINATION 
AND AMONG 
WILL BE 
mer በርጨ || sier 
WILL UNDER THE 
WHO RULE 
BE OVER EACH WATCHFUL EYES 
WATCHING 2 OF A NUMBER OF 
COUNTRY'S OWN 
YOU. HIDDEN NINJA DISTINGUISHED 
GUESTS... 


VILLAGES. 


INCLUDING 
THE RULERS 
AND NOBILITY 
OF THE VARIOUS 
LANDS YOU ALL 
ASPIRE TO 
SERVE. 


IF ANY ONE 


VERSELY, 
саме NATION'S 


ጅ ATR APPLICANTS 
DEMONSTRATE 
APPOGNTSARE OUTSTANDING 
SHOWN TO BE LLAMO 
INCOMPETENT SUPERIORITY. 
OR FEEBLE... Е 
2 | 
«THE NOBLEMEN 
WI | .conmssions FROMEVERI 
7, ТО AGENTS LAND WILL 
2 BE QUICK ТО 
COMMISSION 
WORK FROM THOSE 


TRAINED IN THAT 
SUPERIOR NATION. 


WHY IS IT 
NECESSARY 
TO STAKE OUR 
LIVES AND 
FIGHT...?! 


«AND THE 
VILLAGE 
DRAWS 
STRENGTH 
FROM THE 
SHINOBI 
WHO LIVE 
THERE... 


EMERGES 
IN THE 
MIDST OF A 


DESPERATE 
LIFE-AND- 
DEATH 
BATTLE! 


50?! 


«THEN 
THAT 
VILLAGE MAY 
SAY TO ITS 
NEIGHBORS, 


"BEWARE, FOR 
WE POSSESS 
PROWESS 
AND RICHES 

AND THE 
INFLUENCE OF 

POLITICAL 

POWER"! 


THE 


AND WHEN 
ONE LAND 
IS STRONG 
IN BATTLE... 


„AND THE 
VILLAGE COFFERS 
OVERFLOW WITH 
THE FRUITS OF THE 
MANY OUTSIDE 
COMMISSIONS 


STRENGTH 
OFA 
COUNTRY 
IS DERIVED 
FROM THE 
STRENGTH 
OF ITS 

VILLAGE... 


GREATEST 
STRENGTH 
OF 
THOSE 
SHINOBI... 


STRUGGLE 
FOR THE SAKE 
OF YOUR VERY 

LIVES AND 

YOUR PEOPLE, 
YOU HELP TO 
FULFILL THE 

DREAM THAT WAS 
ENVISIONED 
BY OUR 
ANCESTORS. 


TO 
PRESERVE 
THE BALANCE 
OF POWER 
AT THE 
RISK OF 

LIVES... 


„15 THE 
ESSENCE 
OF FRIENDSHIP 
IN THE WORLD 
OF SHINOBI. 


AND 
HENCE 
THE 
STRENGTH 
OF THE 
COUNTRY 
ITSELF! 
THIS 
TEST 
HAS 
MEANING 
AND 
GREAT 
CONSEQUENCE. 


THOUGH MY 

MEANING IS 
SUBTLE, 

| CHOSE MY 

WORDS WITH 


YOU ARE 
TAKING NO 
ORDINARY 

TEST! 


LET ME 
REITERATE 
BEFORE 
THE THIRD 


EXAMS PROVIDE 
A PUBLIC ARENA 
FOREACH 
COUNTRY TO 
SHOW OFF AND 
BOAST OF THE 

STRENGTH 
OF ITS 
WARRIORS... 


YOU RISK 
NOT ONLY 


BUT THE / / OWI 
ረ ss YOUR N 
DIGNITY AND FUTURES 


PRESTIGE OF š Å A AND YOUR 
DREAMS... 


COULD You 
WRAP UP THE 
р PHILOSOPHICAL 
VOU INSIST TALKANDGET WHATEVER.. 


LEXPLAIN DOWN TO THE 


THE THIRD LIFE-AND-DEATH 


STUFF ANY 
TIME SOON? 


[KENK 


«FORGIVE 
MY 
INTERRUPTION, 


IF YOu 
DON'T MIND 
HANDING THE 
ነ REST OF THE 
| PROCEEDINGS 


|| OVER. / 
> ( e E 


„ЛО ME, 
GEKKO 
HAYATE, 

PROCTOR 

ОР THE 

THIRD 

ЕХАМ. 


GOOD TO 
MEET YOU, 
EVERYONE... 
IM HAYATE. 


ml MUST 
ASK YOU 
ALL TO DO 
SOMETHING 
FOR ME... 


THIS GUY 
SEEMS KIND 
OF SICKLY... 
I WONDER IF 

HE'S ALL 

RIGHT... 


PRELIMINARIES 
TO THE EXAM 
PROPER.. 


„AND 
WHETHER 
YOU PROCEED 
TO THE MAIN 
EXAM IS 
CONTINGENT 
ON HOW WELL 
YOU MANAGE 
THOSE. 


WHY CAN'T 
ALL OF THE 
REMAINING 

APPLICANTS 
JUST PROCEED 
DIRECTLY 
TO THE NEXT 


ЕХАМ? 


AVE 
STILL 
HAVE 
TOO 
MANY 
APPLICANTS. 


AS LORD HOKAGE 
MENTIONED, 
A NUMBER OF 
HONORED GUESTS 
WILL BE OBSERVING 
YOU DURING 


THE THIRD 
EKAM... 


MASTER 
HAYATE... 
I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND 
WHAT YOU 
MEAN BY 
PRELIMINARIES. 


THE NUMBER 
OF APPLICANTS 


VVANT TO SAY 
THAT THE FIRST 
TWO EXAMS 
WERENT 
DEMANDING 
ENOUGH... 
BUT THE 

TRUTH 15... 


UNDER THE 
TRADITIONAL 
RULES OF 
THE EXAM, 
WE HAVE TO 
HAVE A 
PRELIMINARY 
TEST... 


REALLY ALL 
ABOUT... 


ANYONE WHO 
: E DOESN'T FEEL UP 
PRELIMINARIES { TO THE CHALLENGE, 


START... ul EITHER PHYSICALLY 
RIGHT NOW! dë) 1 Р OR MENTALLY, 
| CAN WALK AWAY. 
JUST TAKE ONE 
STEP FORWARD... 


DEFINITELY 
GIVE THIS 


«< 


ES 
DE 
Bs VË + 


асе 


OF TEAMS. 

50 YOU CAN MAKE 
THE DECISION 
THAT'S RIGHT FOR 
YOU WITHOUT 
WORRYING ABOUT 
ANYONE ELSE. 


50... 
ANYONE 
ELSE 
WANT OUT? 
SHOW OF 


UHHH... 
IN CASE I 
FORGOT TO 
MENTION IT, 
FROM HERE 
ON IN, YOU 
FIGHT AS 
INDIVIDUALS... 


WHAT'S UP WITH 
YOU QUITTING?! 


NOW 
THEY'RE SAVING 
THIS COULD BE 
A FIGHT TO THE 
DEATH... AND 
I JUST DON'T 
THINK l'M UP 
TO THAT! 


BUT THOSE 
GUYS WE 
FOUGHT BEAT 
THE CRAP 
OUT OF ME. 


AND 
EVER SINCE 
MY SCUFFLE WITH 
THOSE SOUND 
NINJA PRIOR TO 
THE FIRST EXAM, 
I'VE BEEN TOTALLY 
DEAF IN MY 
LEFT EAR. 


IF MEMORY 
SERVES ME, 
THIS 45 
ABOUT THE 
SAME POINT 
AT WHICH HE 
DROPPED 


„HE'S YAKUSHI 
TRIED KABUTO... 
AND ACCORD- 
FAILED ING 
SIX TO HIS 
TIMES DOSSIER... ይ 
NOW. 4 


WELL, 
THERE'S 


A 
FAMILIAR 
FACE, 


ORDINARY... 
UNREMARKABLE. 
SINCE THEN, IN HIS ACADEMY 
HE’S COMPLETED 
4 DAYS, HE WAS AN 
TWO C-RANKED 3 
$ 2 AVERAGE STUDENT, 
AND 14 D-RANKED 
MISSIONS. EOS 
MEDIOCRE 
GRADES... 


THERE'S À 
NOTHING 5 HIM THREE 
NOTEWORTHY | ATTEMPTS 
IN THE RECORDS 7 2 2 5 TO PASS HIS 
OF ANY OF HIS FINALS AND 
BATTLES... 1 2 GRADUATE. 


FOR SOME- 
THING THAT 
HAPPENED 
BEFORE HE 
EVEN ENTERED 
THE ACADEMY. 


IF I REMEMBER | | 
CORRECTLY, PIN | „ОРА 
THE STORY WAS | | YOUNG BOY 
THAT A JÖNIN 
ELITE NINJA OF 
THE MEDICAL 


CORPS... 
ፊ FROM THAT 


„ТООК IN AN BATTLE 
ENEMY YOUTH > 4 AT KIKYO 
WHO HAD | 
SURVIVED 
ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD. 


«< 


NARUTO, 

SASUKE... 

I WOULD 
HAVE LIKED 
TO HANG OUT 

WITH YOU 

AWHILE 

LONGER.. 


FUN'S FUN, 
BuT 
TECHNICALLY 


„THEN | 


= CAN HAND 


-LORD | 
OROCHIMARU! 


45 AS MY 
MUCH FOR YOU? | HJ UNDERCOVER 
ARE YOU READY AGENT, 
TO SNAP? 15 STRAIN YOUVE HAD 
YOURROILING | OF ALWAYS TO WEAR 
BLOODACHING | HOLDING THE MASK 
TO FLOW IN YOUR OF A FALSE 
FREE? TRUE LIFE SINCE 
YOU WERE 
GET AHOLD | A. AMERE 
OF YOURSELF! ! 
HAVE YOU 


CONSIDERING 


HOW YOU IT'S THE 
RESENT PERFECT 


MYREGENT OPPORTUNITY 

PROMOTION, FORA REAL 

I WOULD HAVE SHOW OF 
THOUGHT SHEER 


ESPECIALLY 
YOU, 
YOROI... 
VVITH YOUR 
ABILITIES, 
THIS NEXT BIT 


YOU'D JUMP БЕШТЕ 
AT THE STRENGTH! See EN 
CHANCE. 


HMPH... 
YOU MAY THINK 
YOU'RE LORD 
OROCHIMARU'S 
FAVORITE... 
BUT DON'T 
PUSH IT, 
BRAT. 


READ 
« THIS 
WAY 

| 


SË i 


AA PLEASURE 
25 
Ç o eat 


ANOTHER 
WAVE OF PAIN... 
HEYRE 
COMING MORE 
AND MORE 
FREQUENTLY... 
BLAST IT! 


THAT MARK 
ON YOUR SKIN 


IS HURTING EVER 
AGAIN, SINCE THAT 
ISN'T IT? OROCHIMARU 
ATTACKED YOU, 
YOU HAVEN'T 


BEEN 
YOURSELF!! [ 


YOU'RE IN 
NO SHAPE 
TO FIGHT, 


VM GOING 
TO TELL 
ALL THE 

TEACHERS 
ABOUT THAT 
RK! 


AND THEN... 


YOU LEAVE 
ME NO 
CHOICE. 

IF YOU WON'T 
LISTEN TO 
REASON... 


I CAN'T 
BEAR TO 
WATCH YOU 


IT'S МУ 
DECISION... 
AND IT'S 
NONE OF 
YOUR 
BUSINESS! 


KEEP 
YOUR 
MOUTH 
SHUT! 
NOT A WORD 
ABOUT THE 


WHY DO 
YOU 
ALWAYS 
HAVE 
TO ACT 
50 
STRONG?! 


KENG 


ሆ =« Ч | REMEMBER 
WHAT 


I TOLD YOU, 


ум 
AN 
AVENGER. 


AND | 


"AM | STRONG?" DON'T 


FINDING THAT CARE THIS |5 
OUT IS ALL THAT WHETHER MORE 


| ACHIEVE THAN 
THE LEVEL JUST A 
OF сн мм TEST FOR 


ГМ HERE TO 
TEST MYSELF 
AGAINST THE 

BEST OF 
THE BEST. 


2 


AND 
THE BEST 
OPPONENTS 
I COULD 
FIND ARE 
ALL AROUND 


ЕН 


EZ 


I GIVE YOU 
MY WORD, 
ON BEHALF 
OF US ALL, 
THAT IF 
YOU LET 
US GO 
NOW... 


HEY IDIOT! 
WHY THE 
HECK ARE 
YOU TRYING 


SAKURA IS 
WORRIED SICK 


WILL I TURN 
AWAY FROM 
THE PATH THAT 
LEADS TO 
MY DREAM! 


ONE OF 
THE ONES 
| WANT 
TO FIGHT... 


«WILL PROVOKE 
А REACTION 
FROM THAT 
SPELL-MARK, 
FORCIBLY 
DRAWING OUT 
AND DRAINING 
ALL HIS 
STRENGTH. 


IT'S THE 


ART, WHICH 
DEBILITATES 
THE BODY 
OF THE 
PRACTITIONER! 


QUARANTINE PULL 

HIM UNDER THE HIM 

GUARD OF BLACK OUT 
OPS AGENTS. OF THE 


AND YOU 
REALLY THINK 
HELL JUST GO 
QUIETLY IF YOU 
ORDER THAT? 


DON'T TALK 
NONSENSE! 
ILL STOP HIM 
BY FORCE IF 

I HAVE TO. ANY 
ATTEMPT HE 
MAKES TO 
MANIPULATE HIS 
OWN CHAKRA... 


AM STILL 
CONCERNED 


ABOUT WHAT RIGHTS, CHILO LIKE 
OROCHIMARU IT SHOULD HIM IS ABLE 
SAID... HAVE TO BEAR IT 


KILLED HIM AT ALL, 


LET 
YOUNG SASUKE 
PROCEED 
ASHE IS, 
AND WE 
SHALL KEEP 
OUR EYES 


„WHICH WILL 
CONSIST OF 
INDIVIDUAL 
COMBAT 
MATCHES, 
AS THOUGH 
THIS WERE 
PART OF A 
TOURNAMENT. 


HOWEVER, 
IF THE 
CURSE-MARK 


AND CAUSE HIS 
POWER TO 
RAMPAGE, THEN 


TAKE STEPS TO 


BEGINS TO SPREAD 


WE SHALL INDEED 


| | ТОТА. ОР 20 
| 
SE KU COMBATANTS 
BOUTS WILL | | REMAINING, 
ADVANCE TO WE WILL HOLD 
THE THIRD Келі Я. A TOTAL OF 
EXAM. | 
È 


| 
| 10 BOUTS. 
| 


ASCERTAIN 
THAT THERE 15 
AN UNDISPUTED 

WINNER AND 

STEP IN TO 

END THE 

MATCH. 


THIS IS 
(7 NO-HOLDS- 
THAT YOUR BARRED 
OPPONENT COMBAT. 
IS OVER- 
POWERING YOU, 4 
IMMEDIATELY EACH 


PAIR OF 
COMBATANTS 
WILL FIGHT 
UNTIL ONE 
OF THEM 
15 DEAD OR 
UNCONSCIOUS... 
ORADMITS 


SINCE WE 
DON'T WANT 
A TOTAL 
BLOODBATH 
ONOUR 
HANDS, 
THERE 
MAY BE 


CASES... YOUR LOSS... 


IF YOU VALUE, 


HERE 
ON OUT, 
THE KEY 
TO YOUR 


FATE IS 
HELO IN... 


YOU ALL TO THE 
SLAUGHTER... 
BUT LET'S 
BEGIN. 
WE'LL NOW 
ANNOUNCE 
THE FIRST 
TWO 
NAMES. 


63 


THIS 
ELECTRONIC 


— SCORE- 


START OF 
EVERY ROUND, 
WE WILL DISPLAY 
THE NAMES 
OF THE TWO 
COMBATANTS 
COMPETING 
IN THAT 
MATCH... 


KENK 
№ 


WILL THE 
INDIVIDUALS 
WHOSE 
NAMES ARE 


LISTED ON OH, 

THE BOARD PLEASE 
NO! 
NOT 


SASUKE!! 


АКАСО YOROI, 
UCHIHA SASUKE... 
YOU TWO 
HAVE BEEN 
SELECTED 
TO COMPETE 
IN THE FIRST 
BOUT. ANY 
OBJECTIONS? 
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DURING MY LAST FEW YEARS OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, I WAS 
COMPLETELY ADDICTED TO DRAGON BALL. | HAD NEVER BEEN 
50 INTO ANYTHING BEFORE, AND | REVERED TORIVAMA AKIRA 
LIKE A GOD. AT EVERY OPPORTUNITY THAT AROSE, I WOULD 
TRACE AND DRAW ALL OF THE CHARACTERS FROM DRAGON 
BALL AND PORE OVER MY FRIENDS’ COPIES OF SHONEN JUMR 
ALL SO | COULD SEE MORE DRAGON BALL. | WASN'T GETTING A 
SINGLE YEN ዘህ ALLOWANCE AT THAT TIME — THE ONLY MONEY | 
HAD WAS THE GIFTS OF CASH I'D GET ON NEW YEAR'S — SO BUY- 
ING MY OWN COPIES WAS OUT OF THE QUESTION. BEING FORCED 
TO STRETCH OUT MY NEW YEAR'S MONEY TO LAST AN ENTIRE 
YEAR DIDN'T LEAVE ME ANY FUNDS FOR A WEEKLY PUBLICATION, 
EVEN ONE THAT ONLY COST 190 YEN PER ISSUE. 


AT FIRST, DRAGON BALL WAS MY SOLE REASON FOR READING 
JUMF, BUT EVENTUALLY | BEGAN TO REALIZE HOW INTERESTING 
A NUMBER OF THE OTHER TITLES IN THE ANTHOLOGY WERE. 
| STARTED FOLLOWING 7070 5 BIZARRE ADVENTURE, SAINT 
SETA (KNIGHTS OF THE ZODIAC), HIGH SCHOOL KIMENGUMI 
AND OTHERS, AND BECAME A FAN OF JUMP ITSELF. ONCE | 
REALIZED HOW FUNNY MANGA WERE AND HOW MUCH | LIKED 
THEM, | BEGAN TO ASPIRE TO BECOME A MANGA ARTIST... 
AND TO CREATE A SERIAL OF MY OWN THAT COULD APPEAR 
IN JUMP. AND | CLEARLY RECALL THAT THE FIRST MANGA | 
EVER DREW WAS "HIATARI-KUN," A SERIES ABOUT THE ADVEN- 
TURES OF A MYSTERIOUS YOUNG NINJA, 


THERE'S TI 
“SOMETHING” 
KË sit 


LUCK; 
SASUKE! ! 


UHHHHH... 
IT'S TIME FOR 
THE FIRST 
ROUND TO 
COMMENCE... 
ALL RIGHT? 


EVERYONE 
OTHER THAN 
THE TWO 
COMBATANTS 
SHOULD MOVE 


TO THE UPPER | 
GALLERY NOW. ሬን) 


coi 
SEQUENCES ON YOUR 
WILL 
CHANGE 
YOUR LIFE. 


ILL BE 
FORCED TO 
STOP YOU. 


IF THEY 
SEE ANY 
SIGN OF THAT, 
THE MATCH 
WILL BE 
SUSPENDED, 


NY ALL OF THE 
Ba POWER | HAVE: а 


\ 
N 
\ 


GC 


TI 


И ша: | 3 ni 
SW 
VL — 
PN. : 
Kä 
D = 


ГАШ D 


FEEDING 
ON 
МУ 

CHAKRA... 


A 


IT'S A BRILLIANT 
ART WHEREBY 
SIMPLY 
PRESSING 
THE PALM 
OF HIS HAND 
AGAINST AN 
OPPONENT'S 
BODY GIVES 
HIM THE 
ABILITY TO 
CONSUME 
THEIR MENTAL 
AND PHYSICAL 
ENERGIES. 


FINALLY 
FIGURED 
IT OUT, 


„YOU WILL 
HAVE NO 
RECOURSE | | 4 
BUT TO | | . HAS BEEN 
CALL UPON / ij DEVOURED, 


THAT'S IT... 


DELICIOUS 
POWER!! 


IF YOU TRY 
TO RESIST 
THIS PATH, 


UCHIHA | > 
“ገ SASUKE... 


STILL CALL 
YOURSELF 
UCHIHA 
SASUKE?! 
YOU'RE ል 
DISGRACE 


TO... 
TO YOURSELFII 
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SO MUCH HAPPENED DURING MY FINAL YEARS OF ELEMEN- 
TARY SCHOOL THAT THERE'S STILL A LOT TO WRITE ABOUT, 
SO VLLCONTINUE... 


ГО BECOME SO OBSESSED WITH DRAGON BALL THAT, BE- 
FORE | HAD EVEN REALIZED IT, MY OWN ART HAD BEGUN ТО 
50 COMPLETELY MIMIC THE STYLE OF TORIVAMA AKIRA'S 
ARTWORK THAT MY DRAWINGS LOOKED JUST LIKE HIS. 


AROUND THAT TIME, LOOKING AT THE VIDEO GAME NEWS IN 
SHONEN JUMP 5 GAME GUIDE INSERT, | SAW ILLUSTRATIONS 
THAT LOOKED JUST LIKE MR. TORIVAMA'S. 


"WHATEVER IT 15, THIS GAME LOOKS AWESOME!" | THOUGHT, 
AND WHEN I PERUSED THE COLUMN MORE CLOSELY AND 
REALIZED THAT MR. TORIYAMA HAD DESIGNED THE CHARAC- 
TERS, I GOT VERY EXCITED. THAT GAME, NEEDLESS TO SAY, 
WAS DRAGON QUEST. | REALLY WANTED TO PLAY IT, BUT BACK 
THEN THAT WAS AN UNREACHABLE DREAM FOR ME. AT THAT 
TIME, I DIDN'T EVEN HAVE A FAMICOM ("FAMILY COMPUTER'— 
THE ORIGINAL NINTENDO GAME SYSTEM) THOUGH MOST OF 
MY CLASSMATES DID OWN ONE. 


BEGGING MY FARENTS WOULDN'T HAVE WORKED, BECAUSE 
MY FATHER WAS VERY STRICT. ЇР | SO MUCH AS BREATHED THE 
WORD "GAME," HE'D LECTURE ME AND TELL ME TO GO STUDY. 
THAT'S WHEN MY LITTLE TWIN BROTHER HAD AN INCREDIBLE 
EPIPHANY AND SAID, "OUR ONLY HOPE 15 TO HAVE SOMEONE 
GIVE US A FAMICOM!!" AND HE STARTED NEGOTIATING WITH 
SOME OF OUR FRIENDS WHO HE THOUGHT WERE LIKELY 
PROSPECTS. | DOUBTED THAT ANY OF THOSE KIDS WOULD 
JUST GIVE AWAY SOMETHING THAT COST OVER (0,000 YEN 
(ABOUT 100 U.S. DOLLARS)... UNTIL... VOILA! ONE OF OUR 
FRIENDS ACTUALLY PRESENTED US WITH HIS FAMICOM! 

IN THAT MOMENT, THAT KID'S GENEROSITY MADE HIM SEEM 
LIKE A GOD TO ME! 


Dr 


HEY IDIOT! 
WHY THE HECK 


N 


WA 
KAN VÆR Wi 
put LÉI 

f 


= 


/ || 


RENDAN! 


LIONSI 


= 
=> 


=== 


KERK 


UCHIHA 
SASUKE 
IS THE 


CHAMPION 
OF THE FIRST 
AND ADVANCES 
PAST THE 
PRELIMINARIES 


TO THE NEXT 
LEVELI 


= 


> ሪ= 


ESA. ሀክ 


DER- 
ОВ) ESTIMATE! 


ае 
1 


| 1 2 
XTHE LOTUS, 


т THE MOVES OF 
'OR RENGE, |THE LOTUS | 
15 МОТА SERIES 一 

SIMPLE THING A SEQUENCE 

.. THAT CAN BE OF HIGH-SPEED 
| MASTERED IN TAIJUTSU 
A SINGLE DAY, 1 PHYSICAL 
EVEN THROUGH SKILLS — 


k THE USE OF REQUIRE A 
THE SHARINGAN. ን BODY THAT'S, 
AND THE ሠ BEEN GRADUALLY 


£ TRAINED AND 
HONED OVER 
“ፖል LONG PERIOD. 


|, EXPRESSIVENESS 
(8 Y OFTHAT, g 
FINAL MOVE... :( 


SLIKE STUDENT, y 


ARE ALL YOUR 
KIDS THE SAME 
¿KIND OF PUNK 
È YOU WERE? l 


THERE'S 
LAST YEAR'S 
TOP ROOKIE, 
HYUGA NEJI... 
у AND IT LOOKS 
SHARINGAN 3 LIKE THIS 
ABILITY ፣ IF THEY ( VEAR'S WILL 
AT SUCH FOUGHT / М BE UCHIHA 
AYOUNG EACH 
AGE! OTHER, 
WHO 
WOULD 
WIN? 


2 SUPPRESSED 
2 | BY AN АСТ ОР 
SHEER WILL! 


ОООООН! 
SASUKE! 
YOU'RE 
THE BEST! 


THAT'S IT. 
WE'RE 
DONE FOR! 


„WE MUST 
ESCORT 
YOU, TOO, 
AND PUT YOU 


HE CAN 
COME 
WITH ME 
RIGHT NOW, 


„ИД. SEAL 
AWAY THE 
CURSE 
MARK. 


4 


WELL 
THEN... 
RIGHT! 

LET'S GET 

THE NEXT 
MATCH 
GOING. 


ЛІ FALT ET у, 


I WANT 
TO WATCH 
EVERYONE 


ELSE 
COMPETE. 


THIS 
THING IS 
SPREADING 
LIKE A DISEASE, 
AND IT'S ALREADY 
CLOSE TO THE 
POINTOFNO 
RETURN. 


ILET 
YOU HAVE 
YOUR OWN 
WAY ONCE, 
AND IT'S ONLY 


DON'T 
LET YOUR 
EMOTIONS 
CLOUD YOUR 


| JUDGMENTI 
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WE HARASSED MY FATHER RELENTLESSLY UNTIL HE CAVED 
AND FINALLY LET US BUY DRAGON QUEST. IN FACT, IT WAS THE 
FIRST SOFTWARE I EVER PURCHASED. EVERYTHING ABOUT 
THE EXPERIENCE WAS NEW AND DIFFERENT. IT WAS THE FIRST 
ROLE-PLAYING GAME INTRODUCED FOR THE NINTENDO FAMI- 
COM (‘FAMILY COMPUTER") GAMING SYSTEM... AND | WAS 
COMPLETELY AT SEA ABOUT A LOT OF HOW IT WORKED, EVEN 
AFTER STUDYING THE MANUAL. THERE ГО BE, LOCKED IN 
BATTLE WITH SLIME, AND UP WOULD POP A MESSAGE 
CONGRATULATING ME ON HAVING MASTERED THE HOIMI 
HEALING SPELL NEEDED TO COMBAT IT. BUT | DIDN'T HAVE A 
CLUE WHAT ТО DO WITH IT. ACCORDING TO THE MANUAL, YOU 
WERE SUPPOSED TO CHANT THE HOIMI AND ALL OF YOUR НТ 
POINTS" WOULD BE RESTORED, BUT THERE WAS NO HINT OF 
HOW ТО DO THAT. LUCKILY, SOMEHOW MY LITTLE BROTHER 
HAD SOME KIND OF FLASH OF INSIGHT AND FIGURED OUT 
THAT WE SHOULD FLIP THE SWITCH ON THE BUILT-IN MICRO- 
PHONE IN THE SECOND CONTROLLER. AS SOON AS HE HAD IT 
TURNED ON, MY BROTHER YELLED "HOIMI!!” RIGHT INTO THE 
SECONDARY CONTROLLER'S MIKE!! 


«DID YOU 
SEE THAT 
WEIRD HEY, 
BRUISE SAKURA... 
ON SASUKE? DURING 


> 


z 


å yo 


OUT OF ALL 
THE PEOPLE 
HERE, HE'S 
THE ONLY ONE 
I WOULDN'T 
WANT TO 
GO UP 

AGAINST ... 


SC 


YOUWITH | 
ONEHAND № 


WITHTHIS, | 
YOU'LL GET 


N 


N 


I 


\ 


BLAST _ 
x 


Ze 


FUJAHÖIN! 
H 


THE 
SEALING 
OF 


VM 


HERE : 
ABOUT RUDENESS, 
THE BOY KAKASHI, 
BEHIND \ BUT... 
YOU. I HAVE 
/ NO USE 
FOR 
You. 


YOU KNOW 
HOW IT 15... 
JUST GOT TWO GUYS 


TOGET IT, HAVE 


„АМО 
I NEED 


ALL SORTS 
OF PAWNS 
AT MY 
DISPOSAL. 


SO IT'S 
JUST YOUR 
GREED... 
AND 
DELUSIONS 
OF 
GRANDEUR, 


HELP IS 
SO HARD 
TO FIND 

THESE 

DAYS... 


THERE'S NO 
WAY YOU'LL 
SURVIVE AN 
ONSLAUGHT 
OF THIS 
MAGNITUDE... 


LIKE MY LITTLE 
FRIENDS? THEY'RE 
CALLED KIKAICHU-- 

PARASITIC 
DESTRUCTION 
BEETLES. 
THEY ATTACK IN 
SWARMS AND 
DEVOUR THE 
CHAKRA OF 
THEIR PREY. 


USE YOUR 

LEFT-HAND 
STRIKE ON 
ME AGAIN... 


- 


„АМО 
THEYLL 
INSTANTLY 
BE ALL OVER 


UNLESS, 
OF COURSE, 
YOU HAD THE 
FORESIGHT 
TO PREFARE 

A BACKUP 


USE 
YOUR 
LEFT-HAND 
STRIKE 
AGAINST THE 
KIKAICHU 


YOU'RE 
FINISHED 
EITHER 

WAY. 


ÇEK 


Sø 


VETË 
ki 


LE 


„ARE 
DISPOSABLE. 


JUST NOW, WHILE | 
DISTRACTED YOU 
WITH ALL THAT 
HELPFUL ADVICE, 
MYLITTLE 
FRIENDS WERE 


SA MAKING THEIR QUIET 


ከኤ way TO KEY POINTS 
UPON YOUR 
BODY... 


¿..CREEPING DOWN 
THE TUNNELS YOU 
BLAST YOUR GALE 
WINDS THROUGH, 
AND THAT, MY 
FRIEND, IS A TRUE 


THE BOYS 
WHO ARE 
GOING 
THROUGH 
THE RIGORS 

OF THE 
EXAM 
PROCESS 
RIGHT 
NOW. 


SASUKE. 


AND 
DO 
ANOTHER. 


HEART 
OF AN 
AVENGER. 


WHILE... 
| BELIEVE 
YOU WERE 
OFFERING 
TO KILL 


HEART 15 
SUFFICIENTLY 
FOCUSED 
AND 
RUTHLESS 
IN ITS 
DESIRES... 4 


„THEN, 
FOR GOOD 
OR EVIL, 
THE END 


BINDING 
SPELL YOU 
PLACED 
UPON 
SASUKE 
WAS 
FUTILE! 


DAY WILL 
COME 
WHEN HE 
WILL SEEK 


эр 
të | 10: The One Who"Dies'b 


Tr 
WHAT? 


w VA 
ек САЩ р 
N | « 


(а 


I THOUGHT 
HE'D USED ል 
SUMMONING 


WITH 
THEM! 


THERE'S A 
LEGEND IN 
KONOHA 


OF ል CLAN 
OF BEETLE- 


We 
HEARD THE 
BIRTHRIGHT 
OF ANYONE 
BORN INTO 
THE CLAN... 


| ..15 THAT FROM N 
THE MOMENT THEY 


GIVEN OVER TO THE || 
CRAWLING VERMIN 
TO USE AS NESTS. 


AND THE 7) d THE 
BEETLES ARE `>: + BEETLE-MASTERS 
COMPENSATED. 2 ENTERINTO 
BY THE Б ACONTRACT 
ABUNDANCE ` ` WITH THE BUGS, 


OF THE WHEREIN THE 
MASTER'S SWARMS WILL 
RA, ANSWER TO THE 
WHICH THEY MASTER'S CALL, 


consume  / å 2 :) FIGHTING HIS 
FOR FOOD. = BATTLES AND 
: BENDING ТО 
HIS WILL... 


DID HIS 
ARMS 
EXPLODE?! 


AE 


THIS SHINO 
UNLEASH THE CHARACTER THINGS... 
ZANKUHA, DIRECTED 
THE PRESSURE THE BEETLES 
BUILT UP TO PLUG UP 
INSIDE HIS THE EXIT. 
ARM WITH HOLES IN 
NOWHERE 
TO GO, UNTIL... 


WHEN THE 
PATH OF A 
BULLET IS 
BLOCKED, 

ZAKU BLEW 

HIS OWN 
ARM OFF. 
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WE DIDN'T, | 


2 "KNOW EACH, 
rm OTHER WELL... 
MAKING BUTHE'S* ነ 
IT MY А MEMBER 
BUSINESS OF MY СИ 
TO ENSURE TEAM. Амо/ 


| se TEAMMATES ZZ 
7 LOOK OUT 
e J ¿FOR one 
ANOTHER! 
LEN 


THERE'S 
PAYBACK. 


AW, MAN. 
I DON'T 
GET IT! 
SINCE 

WHEN OID 

SHINO GET 


TO BE 
TOUGH?! 


SUODENLY, 
HE'S ACTING 


ALL RIGHT... 
THEN... 
YOU MAY 


IN FACT, 
LET ME MAKE 
ONE THING 
PERFECTLY 
CLEAR.. YOU'D 
BE BETTER OFF 

FORFEITING 
THE MATCH 
BEFORE YOU 
GET HURT. 


„УМ NOT 
LETTING 
DOWN МУ 
GUARD LIKE 
YOROI 
DID. 


` h 


DON'T 

KNOW 

WHAT 
YOUR OWN 


YOU'RE 
RUNNING 
OUT OF 
TIME... 


ANYTHING Ж NINJA ART 
CLEVERIN | 
ORDER TO 

AVERT 
„ВИТ ONCE 
Goes 22 YOUR BODY 


IS HELPLESS 
IN MY HANDS, 
IT DOESN'T 
EVEN 


+ THEN ILL 
SNAP YOUR 
NECKLIKE 


4, ini | 


Ga 
Da 


V 


Ñ 
| 
/ 


La 
/ asi 


ЏИ 


Lë 
1 
N 


SI PA 


MISUMI'S 
INABILITY 
TO FIGHT 


THE HE A 
GOLEM MANIPULATES 
ISA ALIFELESS 
WEAPON, DOLL BY 
JUST PROJECTING 
LIKE THE 
SHURIKEN POWER 
THROWING OFHIS 
STARS. 


[ KAKASHI?! 


FLEXIBLE 
YOU'LL BE... 
WITH ALL 
THOSE BONES 
OF YOURS 22 

BROKEN / > 
TO BITS. 


—= 


INTERESTING 
„| TURN OF EVENTS! 
I'M GLAD | 
DIDN'T STOP THE 
| MATCH BEFORE... 
WHEN IT LOOKED 
LIKE THINGS WERE 
GOING THE 
OTHER WAY... 


OF THEM 
AGAINST 

ONE GUY... 

ISN'T THAT | 
AGAINST p N 


LOOK 
кој] УНО» 
NY TALKING. 


THIS IS 
LIKE A 
NEVER- 

ENDING 

FREAK 
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Î 
|| 
| 
1 HAL 
| | ЦБ 
IB 


THINK 
YOU'LL BE 
LAUGHING 
IN A MINUTE, 


у 


umber 


INOLOOKS /)/ 
PRETTY FIERCE... ' | 
BUT AMONG THE / 

KUNOICHI' ROOKIES, 

SHE'S FAR FROM THE / 

TOP OF THE PACK. 
50 YOU HAVE 
TO WONDER... 


OF 
ALL THE 


PEOPLE FOR 
WHAT "INO TO GO 
mess! UPAGAINST, 


IT WOULD 
HAVE TO BE 


LAN 


THE 
FEMININE 
ARTS 
AND 
WOMANLY 


KUNOICHI 
NEEDS TO 
MASTER NOT 
ONLY THE 
NINJUTSU 
THAT EVERY 


LEARNING 
THE ART 
OF 
IKE BANA — 
FLOWER 


TO BEGIN, 
EVERYONE 
MUST 60 OUT 
AND GATHER 
WHATEVER 
FLOWERS 
YOU | 


PLEASE. / 


WHEN YOU'RE WITHIN 
THE BORDERS OF ል 
HOSTILE LAND, YOU'LL 
DEPEND ON YOUR 
ABILITY TO PASS 
YOURSELVES OFF AS 
NORMAL WOMEN. 
WITHOUT THAT 


«EVEN THE 


SIMPLEST OF 


SPY TASKS 
BECOMES AN 
UNMANAGEABLE 

CHORE. 


„AND THEN TRICK IS 


BUILD TO SELECT 
AROUND IT, ONE 
ADDING OTHER FLOWER 
FLOWERSAS THAT WILL 
ACCESSORIES BE THE 
TO THE FOCUS 


FIRST. 


THIS STUFF'S 
А BREEZE, 
ONCE YOU GET 
THE HANG 
OF IT. 


OH, COME ON 
SAKURA, THAT'S 
PATHETIC! HOW 
CAN YOU BE BAD 

„А WITHFLOWERS 
2 Å WHEN YOUR NAMES 
CLA MEANS'CHERRY, 

/ BLOSSOM'PË ` 


BLOSSOMS 
SHOULDN'T 
BE IN 
COMPETITION. 


JE YOU 
START WITH А 
COSMOS AS 


YOUR MAIN 
ATTRACTION, 
242 THEN PICK 
"PURPLE SOMETHING 
Trousers" |) THAT WILL 
FLOWER. А ACCENTIT 


(12 


М / жу ÁS 


KNOW A CHERRY 
BLOSSOMIS 
«THE А "SAKURA"... 

PRETTIEST AND THE 

FLOWER COSMOS IS 

OF ልክ ‘AKIZAKURA," 

THE OR AUTUMN 

FALL. CHERRY... 


DOES MEANING 
HAR- OF THE 


MONIZE | WORD 
WITH "COSMOS" 


ALMOST 15 
EVERY- "HARMONY" 


THING. 


N 


THEN... 
WHY DID 


BUT I THINK 


"an ER I'M EVEN 
PRETTIER 
; HESITATE?! 12! HAN THE 


COSMOS. 


DOING A 
LOT OF 
PRIMPING 


YOU HAVE SUCH 
A STRAIGHT, 
UN-CURVED 

SHAPE FROM 
SHOULDERS 
ТО KNEES... 


sal 
THOUGHT 
YOU VVERE 
ABUD 
VASE! 


SIM 


HEH... 
THE PART 
THAT'S 3 ыг 
poisonous Å 3 TEAGHER-I 
IS ACTUALLY 
THE 
ROOT... A) 


POISON IS AKINDOF 
STILLA SHINOBIFLOWER.. 
POISON.  AHVBRIDOFWOLF'S 
IFIWERE BANE. LUCKY FOR 
YOU, IDBE You, IT'S NOT AS 
RINSING МУ TOXIC AS THE 
МЕНЕНЕ PURE FORM 


INO IS 
AND USING A = 
FLOWER AS SHE'S CUTE, 

A THROWING AND SHE'S 
STAR WAS SMART... 
AMAZING AND SHE HAS 
NINJUTSU! 5 


FASHION 
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WHAT 
ARE 
YOU 

TALKING 
ABOUT?! 


I DON'T 
THINK YOU'RE 
EVEN A 
FULL-FLEDGED 
FLOWER 
VET... «THEN 
I GUESS 
[ሰላ LIKE 
THE PURPLE 
TROUSERS. 


НЕН НЕН... 
I GUESS 


AND l'M 
NOT THE 

WEAK, NEEDY YOU'RE 
LITTLE GIRL | NOT 


NN 

N N| USEDTOBE. even 
JGUREDOT. HS 
EVENONMY ТУРЕ! 


SAKURA 
JUST 
CROSSED 
THE LINE. 


„АМО 
SHE'S NOT 
THE KIND 
WHO'D 
BULLY 
SOMEONE 
JUST 
TO BE 
CRUEL. 


NOT TRYING 
TO THROW 
HER WEIGHT 


SHE'S 
JUST MAKING 
SURE INO 
IS TOO RILED 
UP TO 
THINKOF 
GOING EASY 
ON HER... 


KENK 


A BUD LIKE 
YOU DYING 
ON THE VINE. 


WHAT'S 
THE POINT 
IN BEING A 
FLOWER IF 

YOU'RE NEVER 
GOING TO 
BLOOM? 


BEING 
AN EVEN 
PRETTIER 
FLOWER 
THANA 
COSMOSI 


ARE YOU 
CRYING? 
WHAT'S 
WRONG? 


NOTHING. 
...| GOT 
SAND IN 
MY EYES 
WHEN | 
FELL. 


= በ 
- (A 
FE INO... 
5 THAT DAY, 
А T ivanteo You ET 
) МЕ ТО 
| iTO BE 5 
| BELIEVE | 
95 IN MYSELF, 
THAT'S WHY, у LIKE YOU. 
WHEN WE WORKING 
FIGHT, I'm HOWARD ~ | 
GIVING IT THAT GOAL 
EVERYTHING IS WHAT Å.THINKING 
THAT / MADE ME} | How COOL 
I'VE \ 4 GOOD IT WOULD. 
GOT. ENOUGH | | / BE IF ALL” 
| ኑ፦- ¿| TO BE ЭТНЕ МСЕ* 
| HERE THINGS YOU 
TODAY. 


NARUTO... SIGHS 
RIVALRY 15 mapata 
А TRICKY å 

BUSINESS. CANT SEE 
5 THAT HE'S 
NOT THAT 
ለሆ EXACTLY 
THE SAME 


WAY... 


„WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
SASUKE. 


WHAT 
ARE THEY 
GETTING SO 

INTENSE 

ABOUT?! 


1) THAT WAS А GIFT! YOU'RE 
l SUPPOSED TO KEEP IT! 
BESIDES, YOU STILL NEED 
SOMETHING TO HOLD 
YOUR HAIR BACK... THAT 
MOE, HEADBAND'S SUPPOSED 
Mer / TO GO ACROSS YOUR 
: FOREHEAD! 


[ሃላ 
NOT YOUR 
LITTLE 


IWONT 
WEAR 
MY LEAF 
HEADBAND 
ACROSS 
МУ 
FORE- 
HEAD... 


ASA FULL- 
FLEDGED 
SHINOBI. 


«ИХ 


OOH, 
DRAMATIC. 
SOUNDS 
GOOD. 

I THINK... 


JUST PLAIN OLD] 


KAN A 


e 


VW møy HAVE Ti 
BEENA 
CRYBABY BACK 
IN THE DAY... 


BUT WHO'S 
CRYING NOW? 
COME ON, INO... 
STOP HOLDING 
BACK, 
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NOWADAYS, EVERY GAMER 15 FAMILIAR WITH COMMAND- 
CONTROLLED ROLE-PLAYING VIDEO GAMES... BUT WHEN 
DRAGON QUEST CAME ALONG, NO ONE HAD EVER SEEN 
SUCH A THING. IT SEEMED COMPLETELY ALIEN TO ME, 
AND | HAD TROUBLE UNDERSTANDING IT. EVENTUALLY, 
THOUGH, MY BROTHER AND I LEARNED (OR THOUGHT WE 
HAD) THE SKILLS NECESSARY FOR COMPLETE MASTERY 
OF THE GAME. 50 ONE DAY, WE WERE BLISSED OUT PLAY- 
ING DRAGON QUEST FOR ABOUT A FOUR-HOUR STRETCH... 
AND THEN, BEING IDIOTS, WE SHUT THE SYSTEM OFF BE- 
FORE REALIZING WE HAD NEVER BOTHERED TO FIND OUT 
ABOUT THE ALL-IMPORTANT "SPELL FOR RESTORING LIFE" 
COMMAND. WE WERE UTTERLY DESPONDENT, BUT THEN 
MY FATHER SHOWED UP AND SURPRISED US BY ASKING TO 
TRY OUT THE GAME HIMSELF. WE WERE 50 EXCITED THAT 
HE WANTED TO JOIN IN THE FUN, AND ONE OF MY FONDEST 
MEMORIES 15 OF THE THREE OF US PLAYING DRAGON 
QUEST IN AN ALL-NIGHT MARATHON SESSION. 


MY FATHER, WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY SHOWN A COMPLETE 
LACK OF INTEREST IN GAMES, FELL DEEPLY IN LOVE WITH 
DRAGON QUEST, WHICH KIND OF AMAZED ME, BECAUSE 
FOR ME IT WAS ONLY A PASSING FANCY. THE GAME WAS A 
HUGE SUCCESS AND HAS CONTINUED TO SPAWN SEQUEL 
AFTER SEQUEL. IN FACT, THE LAST TIME | CALLED MY PAR- 
ENTS (A RARE OCCURRENCE THESE DAYS), MY FATHER 
ANSWERED THE PHONE AND WE TALKED FOR SOME TIME. 
IT SEEMS HE HAS JUST COMPLETED DRAGON QUEST 7. 


CONTENDER. 
HER MASTERY OF 
THE FUNDAMEN TAL 
TECHNIQUES FOR 


THE UTILIZATION 
OF CHAKRA 15 
DEFINITELY THE 
BEST AMONG 
THE ROOKIES, 


READ 
KESK 
THE 


TECHNICAL 
ART OF 


CIRCULATING 
SS CHAKRA TO 
LU EVERY NOOK 
к” D AND CRANNY OF 
D 
/ Y 


THE BODV AND 
DEPLOYING IT 
WITH PRECISE 


TIMING... 


THE 
BEGINNING, 
HER 
MASTERY 
OF CHAKRA 
MANIPULATION 


A 


79 
® 


«е 
NE 


THEY'VE, || 
| BEEN || 

' GOING 

| ATIT 


| FORAT 
LEAST 10 ||, 
|| MINUTES. 


Mas 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT. THE 
MAGNITUDE 
OF YOUR 
OBSESSION 
WITH YOUR LONG, 
FLOWING HAIR AND 
SUPERFICIAL 
APPEARANCES IS 
PEERLESS.. 


[ለላ 
JUST NO 
MATCH 
FOR YOU! 


INO'S AN 
IDIOT, 
LETTING 
SAKURA'S 
WORDS 
GET TO 
HER LIKE 


MK 
4.2 


нь. 
= 


< f SHE'S 
ЫЛ Р THINKING 
1 ABOUT 
እ Yo Wa 
rå > 
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m-SHINTENSHIN 
NO JUTSU — THE 
MIND TRANSFER 
TECHNIQUE — 
WHERE ALL OF YOUR 
PSYCHIC AND SPIRITUAL 
ENERGY IS LOOSED 
UPON YOUR ENEMY, 
AND YOU USURP THE 
PSYCHE OF YOUR 


»REDUCING 
YOUR 
RIVAL TO 
HELPLESSNESS 
WITHIN HER 
OWN BODY 
WHILE YOU 
POSSESS 
IT. 


JUST AS 
I THOUGHT... 
IT'SHER 
SIGNATURE 
SHINTENSHIN 
MOVE, 
TRANSFERRING 
HEART AND 
SOUL FROM 


WASTING 
YOUR 4 \ IMPATIENCE, 
2 UT... 
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ati 
IS STILL 
UNABLE 
TO RETURN 
TO THE 
ATTACKER'S 
BODY FOR 
SEVERAL 
MINUTES... 


AND IF IND 
TRIES HER 
ART AND FAILS, 
SAKURA WILL 
BE ABLE TO 
PUNISH INO'S 
DEFENSELESS 


BODY UNTIL INO'S Å 


SPIRIT IS ABLE 
ТО RETURN. 


ЧЕТ 
COMES 
TO THAT, 


HAYATE WILL 一 一 一 : 
-— HAVE TO 


STOP THE 
en 


THAT PACKET 


BUT THAT 
FORMIDABLE 
ARTHAS 

AFEW 
INHERENT 


THAT TIME, 
YOUR OWN 
BODY 
REMAINS 
LIMP, 
HELPLESS... 


KNOWS 
WHAT WILL 
HAPPEN 
HERE 
UNTIL I 
GIVE IT 
ATRY! 


YOU'LL ONLY 


CHANCE. 
IFYOU MISS, 
IT'S OVER. 
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SNA АЛ 


ITLU LI 


TTT 


T 
1 


A LIVING 
ROPE BY 
RUNNING 
CHAKRA 
THROUGH 
MY OWN 
CUT HAIR. 


YOU 
ZIGGED, 
YOU 
ZAGGED... 
AND YOU 
FELL RIGHT 
INTO 
IT! 


THE HAND 
SIGNS | 
MADE EARLIER 
WERE JUST A 
DISTRACTION... 
TO KEEP YOU 
FROM SEEING 
THE REAL 


AND NOW 
THAT I'VE 
GOT YOU 
WHERE I 
WANT YOU... 4 


I THINK 
THE ODDS 
ARE 100% 
УМ GONNA HIT 
MY TARGET, 
DON'T YOU 
THINK? 


THAT NUT... 
MAKING 
HERSELF 

LOOK LIKE A 

LOSER 50 

SHE COULD AN 

WIN! 


| 


ም ን l 


1 | d 
1) 
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